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Kai Tattersall is a Japanese-English-American director and visual artist whose work blends actors 
with stylized animation across film and immersive media. He has created films for streaming, 
theaters, installations, VR, and IMAX that combine live action performances with stylized 
animation; his work has been exhibited in Europe, Asia, and North America at festivals and galleries. 
 
Born on the Okinawan islands in Japan, Tattersall developed an early interest in 2D 
animation. Throughout his career, he collaborated with animation pioneer Mike Patterson, 
developing a rotoscope animation approach that integrates traditional techniques with novel digital 
tools. This approach led to projects for clients including Disney, Paramount, CNN, Hulu, and The 
Academy. 
 
Before the advent of commercial AI, Tattersall began incorporating open-source AI into his 
production workflow. This experimentation led to HEAVEN (2022), a hybrid live-action and 

animated project that premiered internationally and won Best Animated Short and Best Art Direction at the AI International Film 
Festival. Following the film’s completion, Tattersall established 2000blue, an animation studio focused on mixed-media animation 
dedicated to remove AI from all creative roles. Currently, 2000blue serves as the lead animation team for an undisclosed Tubi 
documentary, an independent feature and immersive experience for Qualcomm titled THE MONTH BETWEEN APRIL AND MAY, 
and a limited series, MIKO WAS HERE.
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